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Lesson 8
Miww vwaz WUHN
The Sign of the Subject
ILissHNT Npeqipr (Nxe)

In the Coptic language as in any other language there are sentences
that begin with a noun ( nominal sentences) and others that begin with a

verb (verbal sentences). In the verbal
the sign of the subject nxe.

Examples:
1- The First Canticle (Ex 15:1)

sentences the subject is preceded by

ToTe ageawec Nxe UwwcHe New
NeNwHpt uIlicpaHA eTar 2wAe
NTe Iloc owo2 &agxoc eepoxoc:
xe wuapeNnzwc elloc: xe 3Jen
0¥YWOo TAp 346 1WO%.

Then, sang Moses with the children
of Israel this song to the Lord and
said (saying), ‘let us sing to the Lord
for with glory He is glorified.’

2- Exposition of the First Canticle

Enagzwc 3ax®Wo¥Y TEe N%Xe
UwwcHc TITTPOYHTHC
WANTEY6 ITOY €30%N 21 Nwage
NCINa.

Was singing in front of them, Moses
the prophet, until he brought them
into the desert of Sinai.

3- The Paralax of Fasting — verse 4

Xe MENI®WT €TIEN NIPHOWI:
VAPEYTOVBO NX€ TEKPAN :
VAPECI NXE TEKMETOYPo
PWK e TMIWOY Wa NI ENE2.

xe

Our Father who art in the heavens,
hallowed be Thy name,

(let) come, Thy kingdom come, for
Thine is the glory unto the ages.




To change a verbal sentence to a nominal sentence, remove Nnxe and

begin the sentence with the subject.

Changing Verbal sentences to Nominal sentences:

Examples:
Verbal Sentence € Nominal Sentence

1- Ngzwc Nnxe UwwcHc. UwvcHe agwc.

praised Moses. € | Moses praised.
2- Nc6'1 Nxe Uapiay umKenken. Uapiay ach’1 umiKenskes.

took Mary  the timbrel. € |Mary took the timbrel.
3-av6ICI NX€E NINWow. Nivwow av61c1.

rose the waters. € | the waters rose.

Likewise to change a nominal sentence into a verbal one, start the
sentence with the verb and add the sign of the subject nxe before the

subject.

Changing Nominal Sentences to Verbal Sentences:

Example:
Nominal Sentence € Verbal Sentence
Irc IIxc agTwng. AgTwng Nnxe 1rc IIxc.
Jesus Christ rose. € | Rose Jesus Christ.

Summary:

Verbal Sentence:
Verb + nxe + subject.

Nominal Sentence:
Subject + Verb




