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Lesson 5 

Piws m>mah t>iou 
Imperative Mode 
Pir/] m>pihwn  

 
 

Imperative Mode 
Pir/] m>pihwn  

Takes one of the following forms: 
The verb in the infinitive form. 
a>+ the verb.                                                       
ma+ the verb.                                                
The irregularr verbs. 

Negative Imperative Mode 
pihwn n>jwl 

m>per + the verb 
 
 

1- The verb in the infinitive is used for singular and plural. 
 
Example: A prayer from the vespers. 
 

V] nai nan: yes ounai e>ron: 
senh/t qaron: cwten e>ron: c>mou 
eron: a>reh e>ron: aribo/>yin e>ron: 
w>li m>pekjwnt ebolharon: 
jempensini qen pekoujai: ouoh 
,a nennobi nan e>bol. 

God have mercy on us, settle Thy 
mercy on us, have compassion on 
us, hear us, bless us, guard us, help 
us, lift Thy anger away from us, 
care for us by Thy salvation and 
forgive us our sins. 

 
Word Analysis 
 

1. nai have mercy, pity – verb, imperative mode. 
2. yes appoint, lay out – verb, imperative mode. 
3. Senh/t pity have compassion – verb, imperative mode. 
4. cwtem hear – verb, imperative mode. 
5. c>mou bless – verb, imperative mode. 
6. a>reh keep – verb, imperative mode. 
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7. aribo/>yin help – verb, imperative mode. 
8. w>li lift – verb, imperative mode. 
9. jempensini care for, concern – verb, imperative mode. 
10 ,a put – verb, imperative mode. 
  
To change these verbs to the negative form add the prefix  m>perto the verb. 
 
Example: The Doxology of Fasting (1) 
 
 & ]twbh m>mok w> Pa[oic I/̂ĉ: 
m>perercohi m>moi qen pekjwnt: 
oude on qen pekmbon: m>per]cbw 
ntameta>temi. 
 & Eybe vai ]twbh m>mok: 
P*[oic V] Pacwt/r: m>peri>ri 
n>ouhap nem/i: anok qa pijwb 
n>refernobi. 

   &I ask thee O my Lord Jesus, do 
not rebuke me by Thy anger, 
neither (also) by Thy Wrath, do 
(not) Thou discipline (lit. teach) my 
ignorance. 
   &For this I ask thee, the Lord 
God my Savior, do not judge me, I 
the weak sinner. 

 
 
1. m>percohi: do not rebuke, reproof verb, negative imperative mode 
2. m>per]c>bw do not teach, discipline verb, negative imperative mode 
3. m>peri>ri: do not make verb, negative imperative mode 

 
 

2-  a> + the verb 
e.g. ajoc - anau - aouwn 
                 say  look       open 
 
Example: The Theotokia of Sunday 
 

Hiten neceu,/: nem necp>recbia: 
a>ouwn nan P*%^: m>v>ro n>te 
]ekk>l/cia. 

Through her prayers and her 
intercessions, open to us O Lord, the 
door of the church. 

 
ouwn: to open, verb. 
a>ouwn: open, verb in the imperative mode. 
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3- ma + the verb 

Example: The Ending of Doxologies 
 

Ma]ho m>v/etaremacf: Pencwt/r 
n>agayoc: n>tefw>li n>naiqici 
e>bolharon: n>tefcemni nan 
n>tefhir/n/. 

Ask Him, whom you borne, our 
Good Savior, to lift these 
troubles from us, to affirm His 
peace to us. 

Ma]ho: ask, verb in the imperative mode. 
 

4- The Irregular verbs. 
e.g. 
amou: 
am/: 
amwini: 

Come (sing., masc.) 
Come (sing., Fem.) 
Come (plural) 

 auic: 
moi: 
moin/i: 

bring 
give 
give me 

 
Examples: 

1. The Psalia of Tuesday 
 

A*mou1 saron m>voou: w> Penn/b 
P,̂ĉ: ariouwini e>ron: qen 
tekmeynou] et[oci. 

Come to us today, O our Master the 
Christ and enlighten us with thy 
exalted divinity. 

 
2. The verses of the cymbals 

 
A*mwini2 marenouwst n>]t>riac 
êy^u^: ete V*iwt nem P*s/ri nem 
piP*neuma êy^u^. 

Come let us worship the Holy 
Trinity, that is the Father and the son 
and the Holy Spirit. 

 
3. The prayer for the sick  

 
'u,/ niben ethejhwj ouoh 
etouauamoni ejwou moi3 nwou 
P% n>ounai: moi4 nwou noumton: 
moi5 nwou nou,bob: moi6 nwou 
nouhmot: moi7 n>wou n>oubo/yia: 
moi8 nwou n>oucwt/ria: moi9 
nwou n>oumetref,w ebol n>te 
nounobi nem n>ouanomia.  

All souls that are distressed and 
held, give them, Lord, mercy, give 
hem rest, give them coolness, give 
them grac, give them help, give 
them salvation, give them the 
forgiveness of their sins and their 
lawlessness. 
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1.  a>mou: come ,  singular, masculine 
2.  a>mwini: come, plural 
3,4,5,6,7,8 & 9 :  moi: give  
         moi nwou: give them. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


