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Lesson Eleven 

Piws m>mah m/t ouai 
 

Simple Past Tense  Pic/ou  Etcini 
and 

Habitual Tense Etsousou   e>jen  ]kahc 
 
 

Simple Past Tense 
 

 

 
                                                                               

 
 
 
 

ai ak af 

ai are ac 

an areten au 
 
 

e.g.  s>l/l :  to pray 

 

I   ais>l/l        1st  person 

You aks>l/l     2nd person masculine  

You ares>l/l     2nd person feminine 

He afs>l/l     3rd person masculine 

She acs>l/l     3rd person feminine 

We ans>l/l     1st person plural 

You aretens>l/l    2nd person plural 

They aus>l/l     3rd person plural 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

m. sing. 

f. sing. 

Plural 

 
1

st
 

PERSON 

 
2

nd
 

PERSON 

 
3

rd
 

PERSON 
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Examples: 
 

1. Ais>l/l  m>voou  qen  ]ekk>l/cia  n>abba  Markoc. 
I prayed today in the church of Abba Mark. 

 

2. Eybe  ou  akcaji  nemaf  qen  oujwnt ? 
Why did you talk with him angrily ? 

 

3. Afvwq  n>hanjwbi  ets/t 
He tore (some) waste papers. 

 
 

Exercise 30 

 
Fill the space with the correct verb after changing it to the simple past tense : 
 

hwc        hemci    mosi     [i 
 
 

1. ............... m>voou  qen  ]ekk>l/cia. 
We praised today in the church. 

 

2. Eybe  ou  ................ hijen  pikahi ? 
Why did you (sing. fem.) sit on the floor ? 

 

3. Eybe  ou  ................. qajwf  m>picmou ?  
Why did you (plural) leave before the blessing ? 

 

4. .............. n>neh>bwc  ouoh  acsenac. 
She took her clothes and went. 
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Habitual Present Tense 

 

                                                                               

 
 
 
 

sai sak saf 

sai sare sac 

san sareten sau 
 
 

e.g.  nehci :  gets up 

 

I   sainehci        1st  person 

You saknehci     2nd person masculine  

You sarenehci    2nd person feminine 

He safnehci     3rd person masculine 

She sacnehci     3rd person feminine 

We sannehci     1st person plural 

You saretennehci    2nd person plural 

They saunehci     3rd person plural 

 
Examples : 
 

1. sainehci  n>sorp. 
      I usually get up early. 
 

2. sanouwm  nem  nene>r/ou. 
      We usually eat together. 
 

3. safwck  m>m/ni. 
      He usually comes late. 
 

4. saci>  m>mauatc. 
      She usually comes alone. 
 

5. saucaji  qen  oujam/. 
       They usually speak calmly. 

m. sing. 

f. sing. 

Plural 
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Exercise 31 

 
Change the verbs in the following sentences to the Habitual present tense. 
 

1. M/na  afsenaf  e>]ekk>l/cia  []e\k\]. 
        Mina went to the church. 
 

2. ainau  e>tekmau qen ]agora. 
        I saw your mother in the market. 
 

3. acmosi  e>]\e\k\ n>sorp. 
       She went to the church early. 
 
 
 

Exercise 32 

 
Translate the following sentences to English: 
 

1. safs>l/l  m>mauatf. 

2. sauhwc  nem  noue>r/ou. 

3. safjerjer  nem  Petroc. 

4. aretencaji  nem  Abba Rwic. 

5. ani>  nem  Marya. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


