Lesson Eight
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The sign of the Subject MIMHNT Npedipt (Nxe)

In the Coptic language as in any other language there are sentences that begin
with a noun (nominal sentences) and others that begin with a verb (verbal
sentences). In the verbal sentence the subject is preceded by the sign of the

subject Nx%e€.

e.g.

1. agzwc Nxe UwwvcHc.
praised Moses.

. ac6’1 Nnxe Uapiay umikeuvken.
took Mary the timbrel.

a%6 ICI NXE NIVWOY.
rose the waters.

VAPEYTOVBO NX€E TIEKPAN.
Hallowed be Thy name.

VAPECI NXE TEKMETOVPO.
come Thy kingdom.

To change a verbal sentence to a nominal sentence, remove N%¢€ and begin the
sentence with the subject.

e.g.

UwwcHe ag2wc.
Moses praised.

Uapray ac6's UTIKEMKEN. Nominal Sentence:
Mary  took the timbrel. Subject + Verb

NInwow &awb IcI.



The waters rose.

Likewise to change a nominal sentence into a verbal one, start the sentence with
the verb and add the sign of the subject Nx € before the subject.
©

e.g. Verbal sentence: (0

Verbal Sentence :

agqTwng Nxe 1hc IIxc. Verb + N¢ € + Subject
Rose Jesus Christ.

Nominal sentence:

lic IIxc aqTwny.
Jesus Christ rose.
Exercise 20

Referring to the table below find three possible answers to the following question:

Q. Niyw aqwAHA wdoow ?
Who prayed today ?

AGUAHA meNtw<T Uapkoc
(he) prayed our father Mark

maconN Uina

my brother Mina

AVYOAHA TMAIWT NEW Tauaw NeuH! udhoow
(they) prayed my father and my mother with me today

Exercise 21

Change the following sentences into nominal sentences :

. Dgww Nxe MICBOYI FEN TIIXWYW €EBF.
The student read in the holy bible.

. AYTONY NX€ AAVIA 396 | NTEYKVOAPA.
David rose and took his harp.

. dct Nxe Tacwnt Uapia new Tauvay.
My sister Maria came with my mother.



. AwCAXI NEMAY NXE NEYUABHTHC.

His disciples talked with him.

. Dwxepxep NX€ NIAAWOYI 3EN TI6 w.
The children played in the park.

. A w2EMCI NXE NIPWUI 2I%XEN NITOTC.
The men sat on the chairs.

. €Evzemct Nxe MixowT §Tov (KA) MITpecBeTEpoc 2I1xEN KA NopONOC.
The 24 priests sit on 24 thrones.

Exercise 22

Change the following sentences into the verbal form:

. WexI NIBEN CECMOW E€POK.
Every soul blesses you.

. KeAr niBeN ceK®wAx NaK.
Every knee kneels to you.

. FKTHCIC THpC Cpaw! Newe.
All the creation rejoices with you.
Exercise 23

Read the following and identify the verb (v), the subject (s) and the sign of the
subject (ss).

NBBa lcaak agxoc : " ‘21120 Mmikocroc equenprTk Nxe DT : 2120
NNHETE NIpWUI E¥UENPITK NX€ Nipwui."

Abba Isaac said : "Reject the world, God loves you, reject what belongs to
people, people love you."

21 : away from. frz0 : the face.

2120 : literally means turn the face away from ....
i.e. shun, avoid, be temperate.

C.P. Budge, An Egyptian Hieroglyphic Dictionary



