
Lesson Three 
Piws  m>mah somt  

 
 

Demonstrative Pronouns 
 
 

vai - 
yai - 
nai - 

This (masculine) 
This (feminine) 
These (masc. & fem.) 

 
 
 
 
vai pe pirwmi  
vai ourwmi pe 
yai te ]ajp 
yai ouajp te 
nai ne nitotc 
nai hantotc ne 

- This is the man. 
- This is a man. 
- This is the watch. 
- This is a watch. 
- These are the chairs. 
- These are (some) chairs. 

 

 
Memorize the expressions mentioned above and answer the following questions: 
(As means what) 

1. As pe vai ;    
2. as ne nai ; 

 
 

Affirmative – Negative 
 

ce – yes 
m>mon – no 
m/ - interrogative particle 
 

Note: in Coptic, yes-no questions are made by inflection. The interrogative 
particle m/ is used to aid the beginners. 
 
Answer the following questions using ce:  

1. m/ vai oukas pe; 
2. m/ yai te ]ajp;  
3. m/ yai ousouri te; 
4. m/ nai hanjwm ne; 
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Demonstrative Adjectives 
 

pai – this (masculine) 
tai – this (feminine) 
nai – these (masc. & fem.) 

 
The demonstrative adjective is always connected to the noun: 
 
Examples: 
 

pairwmi 
paijwm 
taic>himi 
taisouri 
naikas 
naia>lwoui> 

this man 
this book 
this woman 
this censor 
these pencils 
these boys 
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