
 

 

Orthodox Prayer Book 

MORNING PRAYERS  

Prayer of St. Basil the Great to the Most Holy Trinity  

As I rise from sleep I thank Thee, O Holy Trinity, for through Thy great 

goodness and patience Thou wast not angered with me, an idler and 

sinner, nor hast Thou destroyed me in my sins, but hast shown Thy 

usual love for men, and when I was prostrate in despair, Thou hast 

raised me to keep the morning watch and glorify Thy power. And now 

enlighten my mind's eye and open my mouth to study Thy words and 

understand Thy commandments and do Thy will and sing to Thee in 

heartfelt adoration and praise Thy Most Holy Name of Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.  

First Prayer of St. Macarius the Great  

O God, cleanse me, a sinner, for I have never done anything good in I 

Thy sight; deliver me from the evil I one, and may Thy will be in me, that 

I may open my unworthy mouth without condemnation, and praise Thy 

holy Name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the 

ages of ages. Amen.  

Second Prayer of St. Macarius the Great  

Having risen from sleep, I offer Thee, O Saviour, the midnight song, and 

I fall down and cry unto Thee: grant me not to fall asleep in the death of 

sin, but have compassion on me, O Thou Who wast voluntarily 

crucified, and hasten to raise me who am prostrate in idleness, and 

save me in prayer and intercession, and after the night's sleep, bless 

me with a sinless day O Christ, our God, and save me.  

Third Prayer of St. Macarius the Great  

Having risen from sleep I hasten to Thee, O Lord, Lover of men, and by 

Thy loving-kindness I strive to do Thy work, and I pray to Thee: help me 

at all times, in everything, and deliver me from every evil thing of the 



 

 

world and every attack of the devil, and lead me into Thine eternal 

Kingdom. For Thou art my Creator, the Giver and Provider of everything 

good, and all my hope is in Thee, and to Thee I send up glory, now and 

ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.  

Fourth Prayer of St. Macarius the Great  

O Lord, Who in Thy abundant goodness and Thy great compassion 

hast granted me, Thy servant, to pass the time of this night without the 

temptation of any opposing evil, Lord and Creator of all, by Thy true 

light and with an enlightened heart grant me to do Thy will, now and 

ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.  

Fifth Prayer of St. Macarius the Great  

Almighty Lord God, Who dost receive from Thy Heavenly Powers the 

thrice-holy hymn, receive also from me, Thy unworthy servant, this song 

of the night, and grant me every year of my life and at every hour to 

send up glory to Thee, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and 

to the ages of ages. Amen.  

First Prayer of St. Basil the Great  

Almighty Lord, God of the Powers and of all flesh, Who livest in the 

highest and carest for the humble, Who searchest our hearts and 

affections, and clearly foreknowest the secrets of men; eternal and 

everliving Light, in Whom is no change nor shadow of variation; O 

Immortal King, receive our prayers which at the present time we offer to 

Thee from unclean lips, trusting in the multitude of Thy mercies. Forgive 

all sins committed by us in thought, word or deed, consciously or 

unconsciously, and cleanse us from all defilement of flesh and spirit. 

Grant us to pass the night of the whole present life with wakeful heart 

and sober thought, ever expecting the coming of the radiant day of the 

appearing of Thy only-begotten Son, our Lord and God and Saviour, 

Jesus Christ, when the Judge of all will come with glory to render to 

each according to their deeds. May we not be found fallen and idle, but 

awake and alert for action, ready to accompany Him into the joy and 



 

 

divine palace of His glory, where there is the ceaseless sound of those 

keeping festival and the unspeakable delight of those who behold the 

ineffable beauty of Thy Face. For Thou art the true Light that enlightens 

and sanctifies all, and all creation sings to Thee throughout the ages. 

Amen.  

Second Prayer of St. Basil ihe Great  

We bless Thee, O most high God and Lord of mercy, Who art ever 

doing numberless great and inscrutable things with us, glorious and 

wonderful; Who grantest to us sleep for rest from our infirmities, and 

repose from the burdens of our much toiling flesh.We thank Thee that 

Thou hast not destroyed us with our sins, but hast loved us as ever, and 

though we are sunk in despair, Thou hast raised us up to glorify Thy 

power. Therefore we implore Thy incomparable goodness, enlighten the 

eyes of our understanding and raise up our mind from the heavy sleep 

of indolence; open our mouth and fill it with Thy praise, that we may be 

able undistracted to sing and confess Thee, Who art God glorified in all 

and by all, the eternal Father, with Thy only-begotten Son, and Thy all-

holy and good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages of 

ages. Amen.  

 


